St. Luke Ev. Lutheran Church
Rev. Ronald C. Szep, pastor
Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Today’s Order of Service has been printed out in its entirety in this
service folder. Printed and recorded under OneLicense.net #A-717066
Evening Devotion: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House (NPH),
Milwaukee WI All Rights Reserved.
All of today’s hymns are found in the pew hymnal
“Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal” (CW). © 1993 NPH
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc. ™ Used by permission of Zondervan.
We Thank God with Our Offerings: No plates will be passed; please place
your offering in the basket by the sanctuary doors. This offering is taken to
support our congregation’s work of spreading the message of Jesus Christ,
within the congregation, at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran School, and by
supporting mission work.

EVENING DEVOTION
The Christian seeks spiritual wealth. This week’s readings
are centered around the very ancient Prayer of the Day.
For nearly 1600 years God’s people on this day have prayed
that God might give them true spiritual wealth.
“Teach us always to ask according to your will that we may
never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised.”
What a magnificent prayer for the materialist world in which we
live! Our lessons today show people who have come into great
wealth, but yet this earthly wealth only serves to illustrate where
true treasure lies. Today we see that true, spiritual wealth can
only be found in God and his eternal blessings for us in Christ.

Greeting by the minister
OPENING DIALOGUE:
Minister: Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world,
Congregation: The light no darkness can overcome.
M: Stay with us, for it is evening,
C: And the day is almost over.
M: Let your light scatter the darkness.
C: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen.
PRAYER FOR PEACE:
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from
you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our
hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of
our enemies, that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Please Stand
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 13:44-52 (NIV 2011)
Jesus’ parables teach us to seek spiritual wealth. Both of the men in the parables
found great treasure. For one it was a complete surprise, as unexpected as it
was valuable. For the other it came from an expert search by a discerning man.
Before they found these new treasures, both men no doubt valued what they
previously owned. But once they saw this new treasure, see how little they
valued all else they had! The spiritual wealth of Christ and his Gospel puts
everything else into perspective; in fact it marginalizes all else. The importance of
this truth comes to light in the parable of the net. All people, rich and poor, will be
caught up. Only those who found true spiritual wealth are spared the furnace.
Jesus concludes with an encouragement: you have found true wealth in Christ;
you have been given a storeroom full of treasures new and old. Bring them out
with joy and delight.
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.
46
When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had
and bought it.
47
“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake
and caught all kinds of fish.
48
When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down
and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.

49

This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate
the wicked from the righteous
50
and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
51
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they replied.
52
He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of
his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
Please Be Seated
HYMN OF THE DAY: CW Hymn 418
“My God Will Never Leave Me”

SERMON: based on Romans 8:28-30 (NIV2011)
“God Makes Our Salvation Certain”
28

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.
29
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
30
And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also
justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
Please Stand
PRAYERS:
Luther’s Evening Prayer (in unison)
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son,
that you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and
graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and
soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may
have no power over me. Amen.
Special prayers and intercessions: optional, read by the minister

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

M: O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants,
who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your will
that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING:
M: May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us: his light to guide us, his
presence to shelter us, his peace to unite us.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: CW Hymn 469
“Take My Life and Let It Be”

