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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
In the face of doubt, Christ gives us proof and peace. To the doubting disciples, he gave
certain proof that led to certain peace. Through his Word and sacraments, Jesus gives the
same proof to all people of all time. “Peace be with you,” said our Lord. Then he sent his
people forth with this message of peace based on the proof of his resurrection.

Greeting by the minister

OPENING DIALOGUE:
Minister: God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace.
Congregation: Your mercies are new every morning.
M: Guide our steps by the light of your Word.
C: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.
M: Better than life is your love.
C: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
THE PRAYER FOR GRACE:
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely
to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into
sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C: Amen.
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE LESSON: 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV2011)
What brings more doubt into our lives than grief or sorrow? “Why did this happen to me?”
“How could God let my loved one die?” “When will this sickness stop?” Grief and sorrow raise
doubts about God’s love and God’s plan for our lives. Peter points us to the resurrection as
proof of the living hope we have regardless of our outward circumstances. We may doubt
when we face trials, but the trials themselves prove the genuineness of our faith. Faith clings
to a Savior we have not seen, but love. And this unseen Savior gives us the inexpressible joy
of proof and peace even in the face of doubt.
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,
4
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in
heaven for you,
5
who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is
ready to be revealed in the last time.
6
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials.

7

These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
8
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
9
for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
HYMN OF THE DAY: CW Hymn 165 v1-7
“O Sons and Daughters of the King”

SERMONETTE: based on John 20:19-31(NIV2011)
“Victory Over Skepticism”
Peace was one thing the disciples did not have. They had questions, concerns, and doubts.
But they had no peace that Easter evening as they huddled behind locked doors. Jesus was
dead-killed on a Roman cross-and now fear held them in its icy grip. They lacked more than
peace of mind; the disciples also lacked any peace of spirit. Shame hung heavy on their
shoulders. Grief and guilt weighed down their hearts. They had great doubts about their Lord,
their lives, their salvation. But then Jesus came! In the face of all their doubts he offered proof
that he was alive and sin was dead. Jesus showed them his nail-marked hands and riven
side. These holy wounds are the proof positive that God is at peace with us. Thomas could be
the poster child for our existential culture. No matter how many times the others told him
about the resurrection, he set himself against them all. Thomas required more evidence. He
must see him with his own eyes; he must touch the wounds—more than that, he must thrust
his hand into Jesus’ side (cf. the coarseness of the Greek). Unless he got the evidence that
he demanded, he would in no way ever believe it. What grace we see in Jesus! He comes
again and repeats Thomas’ objections nearly word for word. Again, he gives the ultimate
proof that he was alive, and sin was dead. Jesus gave the proof that led to peace for Thomas,
peace that could only be found in his Lord and his God.
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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you!”
20
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.”
22
And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came.
25
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!”
27
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book.
31
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
PRAYERS:
Luther’s Morning Prayer (in unison)
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have
kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I commend my body
and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have
no power over me. Amen.
Special prayers and intercessions: optional, read by the minister

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of
peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING:
M: May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself. May the power of the Lord Jesus
make us strong to do his will. May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill our lives.
C: Amen.
CLOSING VERSES: CW Hymn 165 v8-9 (previous page)
“O Sons and Daughters of the King”

