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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
I am the way, the truth, and the life.
Christ’s message is so exclusive that it rejects all others.
There is only one way to the Father, and that way is a person. He does not say,
‘I show you the way,’ like a second Moses, but I am the way. Nor ‘I have the
truth,’ like another Elijah, but I am the truth. Not only ‘I lead unto life,’ as one of
his apostles, but I am the life. The exclusivity of salvation resting in the person of
Jesus Christ is a rock against which the unbelieving world crushes itself, but
upon which God builds his Church.

Greeting by the minister
OPENING DIALOGUE:
Minister: God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace.
Congregation: Your mercies are new every morning.
M: Guide our steps by the light of your Word.
C: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.
M: Better than life is your love.
C: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.
THE PRAYER FOR GRACE:
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought
us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this
day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct
us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C: Amen.
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE LESSON: 1 Peter 2:4-10 (NIV2011)
The world looks at God hidden in Christ and sees either a loser or a joke (1
Corinthians 1). The Jews rejected him because of his humility. The world today
rejects him because of his claims of being the one way, the one truth, the one
life. In neither case do they see Christ as the stone that should set their angles or
head their corners. They would rather fashion their lives by their own design. This
rejected stone, however, will ultimately be their downfall. For believers, though,
this rejected stone is what saves and builds.

4

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by
God and precious to him—
5
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.
6
For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”
7
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.
But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
8
and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they
were destined for.
9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.
10
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
HYMN OF THE DAY: CW Hymn 391 (next page)
“God Loved the World So that He Gave”

SERMONETTE: based on John 14:1-12 (NIV2011)
“Victory On the Only Path to Heaven”
Jesus bids farewell to his disciples on the night he was betrayed. He tries to set
their hearts at rest and tells them to trust God and him regarding this departure.
But the disciples’ faith is clouded by doubt and false hopes. Thomas cannot
conceive of a Messianic kingdom that involves death or departure. They did not
want to see God in sufferings, but in glory. Philip, like us all, wanted to see the
Father. Show us the glory cloud! Show us the fiery mountain! Show us the
sapphire pavement! Show us the throne ringed by cherubim and seraphim! Show
us the Father! Sinful man wants to look right past this man from Galilee. Sinful
man fails to see the truth so crucial to the theology of the cross: the hidden God
reveals himself by hiding himself. There is only one way, and that way is a
person. Jesus points Thomas and Philip to the one person who reveals the
hidden God to us.
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in
me.
2
My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told
you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?
3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to
be with me that you also may be where I am.
4
You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how
can we know the way?”
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.
7
If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you
do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
10
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in
me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it
is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.
11
Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or
at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.
12
Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am
going to the Father.

PROFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (read in unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS:
Luther’s Morning Prayer (in unison)
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that
you have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day
also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you.
Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Special prayers and intercessions: optional, read by the minister

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us
love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING:
M: May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself. May the power of the
Lord Jesus make us strong to do his will. May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill
our lives.
C: Amen.
CLOSING VERSES: CW Hymn 356
“You Are the Way; through You Alone”

