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Today’s Service:  Printed in this folder under OneLicense.net  #A-717066.  
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Arthur J. Clement, © 1981 Northwestern Publishing House (NPH)  
  
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy 
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 
2011 by Biblica, Inc. ™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com   
 

 
 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Palm Sunday 

 
Hail the King who humbly comes to save us!  

For 1700 years the Church has celebrated with Hosannas and  
palm branches this festival that opens Holy Week.  

The time for Christ’s glory had come! 
He would not, however, gain glory in the manner of other kings.  

Rather, he would humble himself in great acts of love for us, and then  
the Father would exalt him to the highest place, because he had fulfilled 

God’s mission to save mankind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting by the minister 
 
Minister:  O Lord, open my lips. 
Congregation:  And my mouth shall declare your praise.  
 
M:  Hasten to save me, O God. 
C:  O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
  
M:  Behold the Lamb of God; let us worship him. 
 

 
 
Refrain 
 
The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 
the world, and all who live in it; 
 
for he founded it upon the seas* 
and established it upon the waters. 
 
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 
Who may stand in his holy place? 
 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 
he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 
 
Refrain 
 
Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 
 
Who is this King of glory?* 
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 
 
Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 



Who is he, this King of glory?* 
The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
LESSON OF THE DAY:  Philippians 2:5-11  
Jesus is our King, but he came humbly to save us. Though true God, he 
became man. Though all powerful, he became a servant. Though immortal 
and eternal, he died. He not only laid aside his glory, but he took our 
shame upon him. He not only humbled himself, but he died as one who 
was cursed. Yet in this great humility, he won the peace of forgiveness for 
us. The King came humbly because he wasn’t on the way to a throne in 
Jerusalem, but to a hill called Golgotha where he would fulfill God’s mission 
and save his people. Therefore, God would give him glory greater than his 
humiliation—every creature will bow the knee and hail him: Jesus Christ is 
Lord!  
 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as  
Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his  
own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
SEASONAL RESPONSE: 
M:  All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed. 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW Hymn 133 
“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON: based on Matthew 21:1-11        
“What Kind of King Is Jesus?” 
 
The great King comes to his city and to his temple! He could have come 
with all the power and glory of the Son of God. He could have ridden a 
thunderstorm as his chariot with legions of angels striding beside him and 
creation itself singing forth the praise of its Maker. But look how he comes: 
Not on the storm, but on a donkey; not accompanied by heavenly warriors, 
but by fishermen with a spotty record of faith; not to the sound of creation 
singing, but to the shouts of fickle pilgrims who cheered him on Sunday  
but would desert him by Friday. Why did he come so humbly? Because  
he came not to rule us, but to save us. He came, not to command us, but  
to invite us. He came not to demand anything from us, but to give  
everything for us. He comes in the name of the Lord to save us. Hail him! 
 
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,  
2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you  
will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and  
bring them to me.  
3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them,  
and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  
7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for 
Jesus to sit on.  
8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  
9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 
“Who is this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth  
in Galilee.” 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
M:  Lord Jesus Christ, our gracious and glorious King, on that first Palm 
Sunday you came in triumph to Jerusalem with people shouting their 
“Hosannas” and little children singing your praise.  But you did not come to 
reign over an earthly kingdom.  You came in peace as the Prince of Peace 
to lay down your life on Calvary for the sins of the world. 
C:  Through the sacrifice you made, God and sinners are reconciled.  
Savior and King, accept our humble thanks for giving the kingdom of 
heaven to us sinners. 
 
M:  O Lamb of God, who came to suffer and die, come now as King into our 
hearts to reign.  Come to stay.  Rule us with your grace, forgiving all our 
sins.  With your love, change our lives so that we no longer serve sin but 
only righteousness.  Cleanse our hearts with the purifying fire of your Word 
and the Holy Spirit.  Cleanse us from sin and unbelief and doubt. 
C:  Give us faith to trust you, courage to confess you, strength to bear 
our crosses, and zeal to follow you all the days of our lives. 
 
M:  O Savior, whose tender heart was filled with such love for lost sinners 
that you even wept over an unbelieving Jerusalem, knowing the terrible 
judgment that would befall it, fill us with compassion for all sinners who 
because of unbelief are still traveling the broad road to damnation. 
C:  May we feel compelled to witness your saving name at every 
opportunity, and to join with others in sending missionaries to the far 
corners of the earth to preach the gospel to every creature. 
 
Special Prayers and Intercessions (optional, read by the minister) 
 
M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
M:  Though many who once shouted “Hosanna” later denied you and 
doubtless joined in crying “crucify him,” fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we 
may ever confess and never deny your holy name, glorifying you constantly 
by holy living.   
C:  May we who serve you here in faith ever behold you in your glory 
hereafter in the Paradise of God. 
 
M:  Until that day, direct our prayers through your intercession to the 
heavenly throne where they are heard because in you the Father is well 
pleased.   
C:  Hear us, blessed Jesus, our Redeemer and King.   Amen. 
 



All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR GRACE: 
M:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 
brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and  
grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; 
and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING: 
M:  Let us praise the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  CW Hymn 370 v4-5 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
 



 
 
 
 
 


